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Dear Parents and Students,

| am pleased to be able to say that we now have our full compliment of teachers in the Secondary
School. Over recent weeks, we have welcomed to the school Mr. Jeffery Smith (Economics and
Mathematics), Ms. Nicola Davies (Mathematics) and Mr. Dominique Trag (Science). We all look
forward to working with them, and | am sure we will see some new and exciting confributions to school
life.

“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” Vince Mitchell Head of English

Because you want us the teachers to help give your child the best possible future — a future where
there is balance between mind and body so that for many years they will be healthy outside and
inside.

Growth happens naturally for the young but exercise hastens growth. And, there must be a balance
between exercise of mind and body. So, what where does reading fit¢ Reading is the gym of the mind
- that’s where.

Recalling that this school you have chosen is an English medium International school teaching the
Infernational Baccalaureate Programmes and concerned especially with language development,
there are a number of very strong reasons in favour of your child reading newspapers: Newspapers
help keep him or her informed about what is happening in the world, extending their knowledge and
understanding

Language and culture are very closely linked and the newspapers of a given target audience reflect
its culture through the language they contain; the more widely your child read, the greater the
understanding of the culture behind the words. Newspapers reflect changes in the language and, in
doing so, help them keep up with the changes; this is very much the case with English. Newspapers
contain a wide variety of text types and language styles not easily found in conventional language
learning materials (e.g. general course books) and your child needs to become familiar with such
language forms. The enormous variety of subject matter in newspapers will invariably contain
something of value or concern to every one of your children

For countless people worldwide, reading newspapers is already an enjoyable and popular pastime; it
will allow him / her to discover their own interests or tastes; this in will encourage your child to freely
read outside the set language or literature material of the classroom.

English-language newspapers are readily available in most countries throughout the world and there is
a constant ongoing supply which is renewed with new content every day; unlike a novel, a newspaper
is forever young. Newspapers can be used with a wide range of language learning stages- so, no
matter what stage your child is at, newspapers will help. Newspaper items are conveniently self
contained units which vary in length from a short paragraph to a complete page or more. Again, this
can be very helpful in leading the student from elementary fo advanced levels of English language.

But did I say these had only to be physical newspaperse No. Did | say it had to happen only at school?
No. How can you see if your child is reading newspapers at home? Online newspapers such as The
Guardian and The Independent, The Examiner and The Scoftsman. New York Times, Washington Post
and USA Today. Then there’s CNN Interactive, ISN Kid News, and Newspapers on the Web.

And in my own teaching classes? Grade 9 English B Advanced is required to read forty minutes every
day of the week and parents to sign off in the diary each time... we haven't started newspapers yet,
though. That's next.

Parent Information Sessions

In October, we will have a parent-student progress session for the IB programme which will provide an
opportunity for parents to learn more about the IB Diploma Programme. These sessions will be run by
Mr. Jonathan Shaw, DP coordinator. Meetings will take place in the school hall on Wednesday,
October 14, and commence at 4.30 pm.
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