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August 25th, 2017
UISZ Community Summary Week 2

Dear UISZ Community,

This week has again proved to be busy and productive for staff and students alike. A big thank
you to all of you who reacted so well to the school closure on Wednesday, we managed to get
the message out to all parents, teachers and staff.

In the Primary school this week, students have been engaging in their firstunit of inquiry.
Teachers have been gathering evidence of students' reading, writing, math and Chinese levels; by
the end of this week, your child will be assigned daily homework, please keep an eye out for this.
We have also being trialing the new assembly times, changing these to Monday and Friday
mornings. On Monday we started with a teacher led Assembly that focused on the Learner
Profile of the month. Our Friday assembly was student-led praise. This aims to recognise
students with outstanding achievement, and the house with the highest merit points.

In Early Years, Ms. Kristie’s class began a unit on ‘Rules’.  After fifteen minutes of unstructured,
play-based learning, students were asked how they felt during the activities. Some were happy,
some were angry, and some were frustrated. After exploring what happened to cause these
feelings, children discussed sharing toys and helping others, coming to the conclusion that
everyone can be happy while playing, if we all followed the rules.

Early Years students discovering rules during play
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Ms. Rachel’s Year 4 students began the year with a unit on the Earth and the Solar System, and
have been inquiring into different planetary bodies. The students had a lively discussion when
determining how best to visually show this in the information brochures they have been working

on.

Year 4 students working on their brochures

As well as our weekly praise assemblies, we wanted to reward the students who completed and
handed in their Summer Reading Logs from last year. Well done to Sunny, Hans, Angel, Boyi and

Paul. They all got an ice cream at break time!

Primary super readers
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The first rotation of CCA activities, coordinated by Mr. Baldwin, has begun. CCA offerings in
Primary include Robotics, Football, Ceramics, Swimming, Zumba, Spanish, Chinese Calligraphy
and BINGO. During the CCA time, we were fortunate to bevisited by students from Australia,
who are visiting the school through China New Horizons.

CCA time in Primary, with our Australian visitors (right)

In the secondary school this week, we elected our new house captains. Congratulations to Joel
Lee and Sonny Yue (Earth), Jake Lee and Linda Zeng (Wind), Jacky Jung and Jessica Kang (Fire)
and Star Lee and Rose Chiang (Water). These students will form the student council and will
meet regularly throughout the year to organise events, meet with staff and represent the
students of UISZ.

The newly elected 2017-18 House Captains
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This week in Mr. Abbas’ unit on Rockets and Propulsion, students experimented with pressure
built up in a bottle. A second experiment illustrated how chemical reactions produce gases that
also build high pressure and can lead to thrust when released.

Year 9 students working on their MYP science unit

In Mr. Peebles' class, students are exploring the implications of historical perspective. They have
been discussing the idea that perspectives and experiences can have a different impact. This
broad approach to studying history is a key part of the MYP curriculum. Mr. Peebles is also
working with students to begin preparations for the Model United Nations conference in January.
This event is a highlight on the UISZ calendar. We look forward to sharing some exciting news

and announcements in the coming weeks.

Year 9 students discussing historical perspective
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Our boarding students have been very busy in Dragon House this week. On Saturday 19th
August, armed with wits, intrepid spirits, and a packed lunch, 7-day boarders and residential
families experienced the cutting edge of STEM, at the Dongguan Science and Technology
Museum. Mechanical basketball throwing arms and a robotic orchestra were highlights of the
day, linking to the students understanding of science and technology.

On Sunday, 7-day boarders travelled to the Kingold Plaza in Guangzhou, to support
NEVERGIVEUP, a charity to raise funds for orphans. Students enjoyed activities such as
face-painting, cooking and various games of skill and luck. This activity is linked to the IB and

the core service programmes.

UISZ boarding students at the Science museum & charity event

Our residential program, INSPIRE was officially launched on Monday. Staff and boarders
embraced open-mindedness and positivity with this change. Pre-dinner study has been
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complemented with post study CCA rotations including drama, film and media and Kayaking.
Our IB tutorials have been extended and further complimented by the use of 2 brand new

seminar rooms, with large flat-screen televisions.

On Wednesday evening, as part of our new INSPIRE boarding programme, students went on a
night Rayaking trail. Mr Power is our resident instructor and took the students out on the lake.
These types of activities are a feature of the new boarding programme and look to develop the
wellbeing of our students.

Mr. Power with our year 7-9 boarding students

Mr. Evans leads a Drama workshop for INSPIRE
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Today, Friday August 25th, UISZ will host our Parent Welcome Evening. This is a wonderful
opportunity to meet your child's teachers and continue to build our sense of community. We
hope that you will attend, and look forward to seeing you there.

As always, please don’t hesitate to contact us regarding any questions or concerns you might
have.

Warmest wishes,

UISZ School & Boarding Community
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