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Student Led Conferences KG — Year 5

March 2018
Dear Primary Parents,

Student led conferences will be held for all Early Years and Primary students on Friday,
March 23rd between 8:30 — 11:30 and 1:30-3:00 There will be no regular classes on this
day. These conferences are part of the school’s formal reporting system and are an
opportunity for your child to share his/her academic progress with you. There will be a
Presentation of UISZ Strategic Plan and UISZ New School Development information sessions

in the Secondary Library from 11:30 — 12:30, all parents are invited to attend this session.

Student led conferences are a time for students to take the lead in sharing their
learning journey with their parents. It is an important component of the PYP, as it
requires students to be communicative and reflective. It can be a very special time for

the students and parents.

Conference times will be scheduled in 40-minute blocks. During each of these sessions there
will be 3 to 4 families involved in conferences in the same class. Your child will be directing
what takes place during his/her conference and will be using this time to share his/her
achievements and challenges of this academic year. Your child will discuss the work in their
portfolio and will invite you to take part in shared practical activities in order to demonstrate
some of his/her understandings and/or some of the work they have been doing. Your child
will discuss both class work and work done in specialist classes. Either before or after your
child’s conference they will want to show you some of their work in the specialist classrooms,
so please allow some extra time either before or after your scheduled time in the classroom
to visit specialist classes. It may be easiest for you to do this with both/all your children at

once, if you have more than one child.

If it is easier for you and your child to use a language other than English during the
conference, please feel free to do so. This will help you get the most out of the conference.
The teacher’s main role during the conference will be to observe the conferences and
intervene during problems of a practical nature. As the name implies, it is the student’s

responsibility to lead the conference and we urge parents not to initiate discussion with the
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teacher that excludes your child’s participation. The room will be set up with a variety of

centres which you and your child will go through, the teacher will be at one of the centres to

meet conference with you and your child.

If at the end of the conference, you feel that you need to have a meeting with the teacher to

discuss further concerns, please contact your child’s classroom teacher or Yan Zhou to

arrange an appointment.

The student led conferences are a time to acknowledge and celebrate your child’s progress

and discuss areas in which he/she feels they need to improve. We ask that cell phones be

turned off during your child’s conference.

Please find some information below that may be helpful for you during

your child’s conference

What Should | Expect?

° Your child has selected pieces of work from throughout the year and has reflected on

these to include in their portfolio, to show growth over time. You will be shown

completed work, work in progress and drafts.

° Conferences are scheduled in 40 minute blocks. Your child will take you to some

specialist classrooms before or after his/her conference to show you work that

he/she does in those areas. Please be aware that the day will end at 3:00 PM.

° Your child will be leading the conference, however the teacher will be present to

facilitate and support students during the conferences. Your teacher will meet with

you for 10 minutes during within the conference block.

...let your child take the lead and be responsible for what

happens

...take charge by talking too often, interrupting or asking

loaded questions.

...believe that your child is the best judge of how he/she is
doing.

...engage in detailed conversation with the teacher about
your child’s work.  This will take away from your child’s

sense of responsibility.

... turn off your mobile phone!

...compare your child’s work with that of others, but look

at how it has progressed since the beginning of the year.

...listen to your child’s explanations and then reinforce

these with positive comments.

..rush. Let your child determine what is important for

you to share.

...use open ended questions which allow for your child to

...look only for academic strengths and weaknesses, but
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answer in a personal and individualized way. also consider your child’s social, emotional and
organizational development.

...sit back and enjoy seeing your child in their new role. ... expect a performance from your child, they are not
putting on a show.

The Do’s and Don’ts of Student Led Conferences

We look forward to seeing you at school, with your child, for his/her conference.

Transportation Arrangements

On Friday, March 23" for those parents who require transportation from Dongguan
and Zengcheng, two buses will pick up from 3 different locations, please see the
times below:
1) DYNATOWN, WESTGATE at 7:10 am
2) MOONBAY GARDEN at 7:20 am
3) PHEONIX CITY at 7:30
Return busses will depart from UISZ at 3:30

Boarders:

Boarders will have the option of departing on Thursday afternoon, March 22" at
3:35 to return if their parents are not able to attend the conferences. Otherwise,
boarders may remain in boarding on Thursday night if their parents are coming for

the conferences. They can return home with their parents on Friday.

Year 6 Student

The Year 6 Student Conferences will be held later in May, it is unnecessary for
parents to come in on Friday BUT we would like to invite the Year 6 students to
school for the day to work on their Exhibition research. Mrs. Fuller will be available to
work with the students all day.

Yours sincerely,
Liz DenHartigh

Head of Primary
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