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UISZ Community Summary Week 26
Dear UISZ Community,

After our recent relocations, we wanted to update you on our new music studio and art studio.
The music studio has been sound proofed to create an authentic ‘studio’ sound, as well as the
installation of a new choral riser and the recently purchased ‘baby’ grand piano. The new
instrument shelves and choral risers help to create a great learning space for music students and
the UISZ Orchestra. Students enjoy learning in their new music room where it is close to

everything.

The art studio has been transformed by Mr D and his team of artists to create an artist’s studio
feel, with natural light and workstations for individual creative artworks. It is a wonderful large,
clean and organized space. Extra rooms on the second floor have become studio and exhibition
spaces, which we are finding extremely convenient as our year 12 final exhibition is quickly

approaching. We love our new art room!
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As we no longer have access to the large lake, we have begun to increase the volume of water in
our smaller lake behind the secondary school. Once completed, this lake will be used for
kayaking and fishing, as well supporting the classroom work our students do, particularly in

Biology and Environmental Science.
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The work on our new canteen is continuing, with the foundations for this completed and the
structure now complete. Work is now taking place on the ‘garden’ area at the front of the new
canteen, as well as the continuation of the building works. Our new canteen will be called ‘The

Restaurant On the Green'.
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We have also created a bonsai tree garden area at the front of the main reception, work on this
has just started, and we will begin to add outdoor chairs and tables to create a space for

reflection and nature.

L4

On Thursday this week, we met with representatives of Cowboy, the well known play ground
specialists. They are designing a brand new play area for the primary school and we will begin

work on this in the coming weeks.

As you can see, we are working hard to develop our operating site, in order to maintain the
outstanding education we have always provided. We will continue to update you through our

weekly summaries, so please look out for more pictures and information.

The year 5 students are currently involved in a special unit, they are mocking the PYP exhibition
as a preparation for next year’s. Theyareconducting an individual research, based on their
interest which will be connected with any of our present unit’s lines of inquiry, which are
'Ecosystems, biomes and environments, 'Ways in which organisms are interconnected in nature'
and 'How human interaction can affect the balance of environmental systems' all of which is part
of thetrans-disciplinary theme 'Sharing the Planet. This project isstudent-ledandis quite
demanding. Students will follow the inquiry cycle and by the end of their exhibition, April 27, ¥5
students will come up with brilliant ideas that contribute for the development of a better world.

This week the DP Physics students all participated in an experimental project that they designed
and carried out themselves. This is an important part of their final grade and examines Learner

Profile attributes such as Thinking, Inquiry, Open-Mindedness, Courage, and Reflection.
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Wow, that's a lot of skills on display! Students engaged in several different explorations including
mechanics, thermodynamics, optics, and wave behaviour. All experiments were challenging and
exciting and students did a terrific job taking on the task of being genuine scientists.

Year 9 students Megan, Helena, Helen, Patrick, Nicholas, and Danny have recently spent five
days in Bali for the Global Issues Network (GIN) Bali Conference. The focus of this conference has
been "Seeking Solutions".
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A large focus of this conference has been looking about our impact on our environment,
especially our oceans. The students were lucky enough to hear from some amazing guest
speakers and participate in some constructive workshops that introduced them to new ideas and
allowed them to hear some inspiring stories. Students listenedto speakers from an
award-winning documentary scientist about the impact of plastics on marine mammails. They
also saw speeches and workshops from "Bye Bye Plastic Bags" which is an NGO based in Bali that
is operating all over the world. These stories have inspired the students to start to develop some
actions that they will bring to the UISZ community. In the coming weeks, we will share their

progress on these actions.

This Tuesday, we recognized students who had performed well over the month of February
during our monthly praise assembly. Awards included the merit winners for each of the four
Houses, the Learner Profile of the month award and School Captains award. Individual teachers
alsorecognisedspecific students, by completing positive referrals. Our merit winners
forFebruarywere: Danny Jo(Earth), Megan Tian(Water), Tim Huang (Fire), andLinda
Zeng (Wind).

Congratulations to Linda, who was the overall winner for the highest number of merits in
Secondary. Our Learner Profile (Caring) winner wasJae (Year12, DP) and Laurence (Years,
MYP).
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Learacr Profile - Caring

A

TheCaptain awards were picked out by our School Captains: Chauncyin
Year11 (Service), Christian in Year 10 (Art), Marcelo in Year 10 (Sports),and our Star of the
monthwent to Mrs. Lai.

Most Valuable player in girls basketball was awarded by Mr. Baldwin to Hailey, Erin, Sara and
Jessica.
|roowoan maticn on viarcn 1Z against L)
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Mr. Armitage awarded most valuable player to Jeremy, Danny, and Alex. Positive
recognition wentto Tim (Year 10) and Joel (Year 11) for their hard work and participationin classes
and activities.

.

In the boarding house, the post-CNY week back has produced the usual range of challenges and
opportunities of living in community as our boarders, most old and some new, adapt to the
many changes confronting us. As CS Lewis noted, however, ‘life is like climbing monkey bars; in
order to move forward, you have to let go ...’

With the Year 10 Mocks, personal projects, assessment tasks, 1As, tutorials and the InspireD
projects, there’s much to keep us focused and grateful. While the Macbeth film shoot is now at an
end, evening cooking classes have begun and the Robotics, P4K and creative problem solving
sessions along with the primary boarders’ post-homework fun activities, continue to breathe life
into the Dragon community.
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As always, please don't hesitate to contact us regarding any questions or concerns you might
have.We would like to wish everyone a safe and restful weekend.

Warmest wishes,

UISZ School & Boarding Community
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