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April 20th, 2018
UISZ Community Summary Week 31

Dear UISZ Community,

This week has again been a busy week, with many activities and events taking place. We were
delighted to have Mrs. Dorothy Wong, Chair of UEF, spend 2 days with us this week. She spent
time talking with students and staff about what improvements the UEF could make to the UISZ
current campus. In addition to her meetings with the community, Mrs. Wong took Mr. Evans on a
visit to the new school campus site and gardens.

The master layout plan below illustrates our current operational site, as well as the planned
residential community, and new school campus and gardens. In addition, the master plan also
indicates our planned facilities upgrade, with the new primary play area and sports facilities.
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In Primary, the year 3 and 4 students have been inquiring into different kinds of dance as part of
their unit about ‘How we express ourselves.’ The central idea for this unit was, “culture influences
the way people express themselves through the Arts.” Throughout this unit the students have
learned many different dances from around the world. Some of the dances include: Nepali
dance, Irish dance, Tibetan dance, Hip-Hop, Urban, America’s classic Electric Slide, Classical
Chinese dance and Kamate Haka from New Zealand. The student’s favorite was Haka and they
chose to compete in a “Haka Off” for their end of unit performance.
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More photos of these, and other school events can be found on UISZ's facebook page, and on the

Communicator at https://uiszc.edublogs.org/

On Friday 13th, Primary students held a color runto raise money for the victims of terrorism and
war. This event was organized by Liana and Antonia for their Year 6 Exhibition. Students had
great fun, and raised 2,736 R.M.B.
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In Secondary, Ms. Lai's Year 8 Chinese Language and Literature class, students are raising some

small pets in the box after studying { The Records about Insects) by Fabric. They are observing the

insects' living style and social style (if there are some) and write the journals. In the end, students
will write an exposition to introduce their pets and show to others. In this process, students learn
the way to observe and how to write an interesting exposition based on the journals.
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Art students held a small exhibition of new student work in the new art room on Open

Day. Included in the exhibition was a collaborative installation, using the work from the year 9
and 10 students. Here is a quick description of the piece called: Human Race:

We looked at the work of the contemporary artist Barry McGee and were interested in his use of
pattern and his arrangement of work. We practiced a layered spray painting technique using
tape to mask off sections. After discussing the work and its conceptual meaning, we feel that it
highlights the paradox of individual and community. We are all unique, yet we are all part of a

community.
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The year 11 students displayed work and conceptual intentions to get a taste of curation and
tobuilding up their portfolios for their year 12 exhibition. Their pieces dealt with issues ranging

from women's rights to environmental issues.
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Mr. Peebles’ and Ms. George’s humanities class had a collaborative presentation this week. Mr.
Peebles’ class came down to Ms. George’s class to present about what they have learned about
through their unit on Revolutionary Leaders. Students took a look at revolutionary concepts
from leaders like Thomas Jefferson and John Locke. Ms. George's class reciprocated by sharing
their learning in their unit about Revolution Leaders. Collaboration is a vital part of the MYP

and is a focus for students and teachers.
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The science fair was an event to show the product of the year 7 to 9s research on a topic of their
choice. Several students chose experiment style investigations; other students chose a written
research style investigation. The students were all graded individually on their ability to explain
their projects in English and on the quality and presentation of their posters.

Students chose a range of interesting topics including how laser eye surgery works and the
principles of aquaponics. Many students built products for parents to see such as the aquaponics
bays and solar panels to demonstrate how solar technology works. Our students did a great job
of researching their topics and presenting what they learnt to other students, staff and visitors.

RATE L P
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The Personal Project is an important assessment that the students must complete in year 10 to
finish the MYP. The process begins in August when students brainstorm different ideas based on
their personal interests and choose a staff supervisor to help them throughoutthe year. The
Personal Project asks students to set themselves a goal and create a product in response to that
goal while developing their Approaches to Learning Skills. The skills that are focused on during
the project areresearch, self-management, thinking, communication, collaboration and
reflection.

At the end of the process, students must write a 3000-word report detailing their experiences
and display their work at an exhibition at school. This year some very creative projects were

developed by our students. Well Done !

PERSONAL PROJECT

TEACHING ENGLISH

JESSICA KANG
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In boarding term four has begun as hectically and busily as term three ended. But we are
buoyed by Dan Millman’s character Socrates who, in The Way of the Peaceful Warrior, observes
that it is the interior battle that brings peace and greater effectiveness in the present moment.
He says, ‘1 call myself a peaceful warrior, because the battles we fight are on the inside — this
moment is the only thing that matters.’

Term three ended with boarders and staff being photographed with their responses to the

question ‘Inspired by ...?" which was entertaining and illuminating. These photos will be used to

promote our programme within and without.
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In the light of this, the INSPIREd Programme continues into Cycle 4 with a flexible focus as

semester exams loom at the end of next month.

In this vein, our Year 12 boarders are well into their exam preparation and our year 10 boarders
have completed their personal projects and successfully presented their work at Open Day on
Saturday 14 April. Year 7-9 boarders participated in the Science Fair on Open Day and displayed
their projects and fielded questions from many interested visitors.

The winners of our Room Tidiness raffle were also declared last week, namely Hailey (Secondary
Girls"), Harbor (Secondary Boys') and Liz (Primary). This last weekend saw many flexi-boarders
in Dragon House for the Weekend, what with Open Day, Presentations and Science Fair. The
weekend culminated in a shared pizza lunch on Sunday at the Wanda-Palace in the Lost City of
Zee-Cee.
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And so another week is gone, consigned to the past. But we beat on against the current of

challenge, aware of the illusion of time, cognizant that the past is never dead, nor is it, as William

Faulkner reminds us in his Requiem for a Nun, even past.

As always, please don't hesitate to contact us regarding any questions or concerns you might have.
We would like to wish everyone a safe and restful weekend.

Warmest wishes,

UISZ School & Boarding Community
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