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April 27th, 2018
UISZ Community Summary Week 32

Dear UISZ Community,

In Primary this week, the year 6 students have just completed their PYP Exhibition and they did
a wonderful job.

i

WE'RE DEVELOPING
SMORROW'’S LEADERS TODAY.

This year's theme was Sharing the Planet and the students worked on individual inquiries based
on this theme. Over 6 weeks they worked hard to research their topic and answer 3 lines of
inquiries. There was a real variety of choices: from sustainable architecture to famine and
terrorism. The children workedreally hard completing their learning journals and reflecting on
themselves as learners. They were fantastic communicators and showed commitment, curiosity,
creativity and independence.
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The UISZ Badminton team played 12 games of Badminton against schools from all over China,
Hong Kong, Macau and Mongolia this past weekend. UISZ, represented themselves excellently
on andoff ofthe court, winning many matches 3-2 but also losing some (frustratingly) 2-3, we
even recorded an impressive win of 4-1 over YCISCQ.

There were many great performances over the weekend, but special credit must go to Andy Xu
(Year 8) who only lost 4 games all tournament, playing against many boys from year 11 and 12
(including some that are nationally ranked?).

Pei-E Cheong also takes top honourshaving only lost 3 games all tournament against some
simply outstanding players.

Credit goes to our doubles players for how well they improved. Cindy Chen and Carl Ye were
very unlucky not to win more games as they took the majority of their matches in to the deciding
third game, only to be denied at the last moments.
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Sonny Yue and Frank Xu were slow to find their rhythm at the start of the tournament but
towards the end of day two and into day three they become a great force, again taking many
matches into the third game. The most improvement seen over the course of the tournament has
tobe from Lucy Liu and Kathy Pang. These two improved greatly, picking up more and more
points in each match. The difference between how they played (both prior to the tournament
and at the start) is simply day and night.

All players have gained so much from this experience, learning about themselves and learning
how to compete at a higher level. The future of badminton looks promising and hopefully the
year 11's that went will become the coaches of the younger teams looking to travel. And the year
10’s that did travel will become great leaders when the team sets out next year.
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This week, Year 9/10 English LA have been working on emotions. We have been working on
learning more advanced vocabulary to describe our own feelings, but also the feelings of others.
We had fun acting out emotions, drawing and designing emojis as well asfinding pictures
tomatch our newly acquired words. Cutting out images and working with magazines creates
opportunities for our visual and kinestheticlearners to thrive. When these other learning styles
are involved, students remember vocabulary better as well!

On Tuesday,Year 10 Korean A L&L studentshad a mini speech competition. The students
prepared their speeches on a variety of topics of their own making. It is a learning activity
associated with their current unit, 'Our Society'. In the class, the students learned about the
different problems modernsociety has and the various speeches and lectures on them. They
practiced speech and drafting skills, then presented their prepared speeches and listened to each
other's speeches. Jessica addressed school captainspeechon the topic of ' If you want to make a
difference, choose me, ' and the starspeechon ' You have to have a Dream before you succeed.
'Harry gave a happy speech under the theme ' Let's open our hearts and live with confidence. '
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Lastly, Tommy gave a life speech under the theme " Don't Be Afraid of Failure. " Each of them
was a unique speech, and our students showed off their excellent speakingskills.
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In boarding, week two has followed its usual trajectory as the Tutoring/Inspired Programs went
airborne — Philosophy for Children (P4C) with its TCR) (Think, Commit, Reflect, Justify), Coding
and Robotics provoked engagement and thought. Mad Macbeth, the INSPIREd film project, was
finally released to wide acclaim and the junior boarders, particularly our year 5s and 6s, were hard
at work preparing for, and displaying their research at the Exhibition which proved to be an
unequivocal success. The year 10-12 boarders are now in exam prep mode and their commitment
to study is to be lauded. All in all, the program is in full flight. Our Boarding Students’ Council,
under the aegis of Ms Paola has also been hard at work with its suggestions and recommendations
to improve the life of the Dragon community. And, for our 7-day boarders, the weekend
culminated in a shared Mexican lunch at the Dyna(Mite) City in the Lost City of Dee.

In terms of our facilities, Dragons’ Den will undergo a complete make-over in the summer
vacation and further exciting news is that the outdoor area to the front and side of Dragon House
will be redeveloped as a BBO recreational area and floodlit multi-purpose field of dreams. The
re-purposed fitness room is, as | write, being re-equipped and will open for general use within the
week. The signage and branding continues to develop and this too will continue over the course of
the next month. So we have much to be grateful for as we confront the vagaries of change, aware,
as Martin Luther King Jnr observes, that ... our very survival depends on our ability to stay awake,
to adjust to new ideas, to remain vigilant and to face the challenge of change.

As always, please don't hesitate to contact us regarding any questions or concerns you might have.
We would like to wish everyone a safe and restful weekend.

Warmest wishes,

UISZ School & Boarding Community
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