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May 11th, 2018
UISZ Community Summary Week 34

Dear UISZ Community,

The Early Childhood went on a field trip to Huizhou Farm on Wednesday. They braved the rain and
had an amazing time. At the farm they got to tour the green houses and see how the many different
plants and vegetables grow. The students also had the chance to feed a variety of different animals.
The rabbits were a big hit. What a wonderful and wet field trip.

On Monday, Year 3 and 4 went to the secondary science department to learn about plate tectonics
and convection currents using Oreos and heating purple crystals in water. The students are currently
learning about how the different components of Earth are interrelated and why the Earth is
continuing to change in their unit of inquiry. The students used their keen observational skills to
identify how the water currents move when heated and were able to visualise what happens during
the three different interactions that happen at plate boundaries. Their collaboration skills were put
to the test as they had to work together in groups to complete the experiments correctly. Safety was
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a big focus that the students worked on with using Bunsen burners correctly and correct behaviour
in the laboratory. Mr James was impressed with the enthusiasm of the students in conducting their
investigations, asking questions and putting forward their ideas. Well done! We are looking forward
to having these budding scientists part of the secondary in the near future.

Students in Ms. St. Clair’s Academic skills class have found a way to enthusiastically practice skills
in research, organization, presentation, reflection, writing, and speaking. They have been helping to
produce the E-news broadcasts which are published weekly onwechat. There is substantial
research which supports the effectiveness and educational advantages of information
technology-assisted project-based learning. When IT-assisted project-based learning is used in a
constructivist, cooperative learning environment, students learn more and retain their knowledge
better. Beyond learning how to design and carry out a project, students are exploring the uses of
media, and getting meaningful practice with writing and speaking English fluently and effectively.
Another beneficial and empowering aspect to creating e-news broadcasts is that students place a
greater value on producing a product that is of high standard because it is shared within the local
and global audience. Be sure to check wechat for the latest broadcast!
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Student in Mr. Peebles and Ms. George's Year 7/8 Humanities classes have recently studied a unit
on "Revolutionary lIdeals". The students went on to discuss that here at UISZ, students elect
representatives who ensure their concerns and ideas are addressed in regular "Student Council”
meetings. To increase their understanding of this important "representative government™ ideal, the
Year 7/8 students this week dramatized a "town hall" type of event at which they communicated
their opinions with their three student-government representatives who promised to share the points
that were raised at the upcoming Student Council meeting.
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Last Thursday in secondary school, students who had performed well over the month of April were
recognized. These ceremonies give us the opportunity to celebrate and praise the progress and
achievements of our students. Awards include the merit winners for each of the four Houses, the
Learner Profile of the month award and School Captains award. Individual teachers also recognised
specific students, by completing positive referrals.

Our merit winners for April were: Kathy (Earth), Harry (Water), Cindy (Fire), and Rosie
(Wind). Congratulations to Kathy who was the overall winner for the highest number of merits in
Secondary; well done Kathy! Our Learner Profile (Balanced) winner was Harry (Year 10, MYP)
and Anni Liu & Danny (Year 12, DP). Our Captain awards were picked out by our School Captains:
Jake (Year 11) for Service, Andy (Year 8) for Sports, Jessica (Year10) for Art.
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Mainstream science fair award winners were: first place - Nicholas, Patrick, Leo Lin, second place
- Helen and Danny; and third place - Harbor and Keff, William and Andy. SEI science fair award
winners were: first place - Nick and Leon, second place - Anna, Olivia and Iris, and third place -
Lucy and Frank.

gus
ARDING
ENG sehog

Jucation 2

Special recognition in science this year goes to: David and Rosie (Year7), William and Laurence
(YYear 8), Keff, Nicholas, and Patrick (Year 9), and Jessica, Star, and Lucy (Year 10). Special
recognition in Biology goes to Pei E and Jake (Year 11), and Kenny and Zoe (Year 12).

During the assembly, positive recognition went to Jessica Kang for her exceptional leadership skills
in Year 10 film class.
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The service rotation of the secondary CCA program is in full swing. The year 7/8 students with Mr.
D, Ms. Douville, and Mr. James have been working on creating a garden near the school lake.

The year 9 students are continuing to work towards international day, which will be on June 12th.
The year 10 students have been working on the new bonsai garden which will be located near the
new soccer field. The year 11 students have been visiting a primary school in Zengcheng and
working with year 3 students.

In boarding week four has come and gone with relative ease with the Dragonites doing what they
always do, namely, confronting the challenges and opportunities of communal living. The year 12s
are still in the midst of slaying exam dragons, while the Yr 10s have E-assessment dragons by the
tail. The Tutoring/Inspired Programs continue to provoke and stimulate the dragons of engagement
and thought. In this last week, our year 7-9 boarders engaged in a new rotation of an Art
Competition, as well as opportunities to experience meditation and yoga. Our primary boarders,
meantime, are enjoying the use of new recreational resources. As has been noted, we have much to
be grateful for and, as we move towards the end of the academic year, we would be wise to
remember the joy in the current moment, for as Dan Gutman observes, sometimes we spend so
much time and energy thinking about where we want to go that we don't notice where we happen to
be.
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As always, please don’t hesitate to contact us regarding any questions or concerns you might have.
We would like to wish everyone a safe and restful weekend.

Warmest wishes,

UISZ School & Boarding Community
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