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Dear UISZ Community,

With only two weeks of school left, students and staff are looking forward to a summer break, yet
the enthusiasm for learning hasn't stopped.

During this week, Year 6 have participated in a 3 day transition programme in the secondary school.
This valuable experience has enabled them to follow the secondary timetable and give them
an insight into what their school life will be like in August. The students have got to know their
new teachers, become aware of the layout of the secondary school building and developed some
new friendships with the Year 7 and Year 8 students.

On Friday 8th June, the transition programme will continue with the Year 6 Graduation Ceremony
where we will celebrate the students transitioning to a new IB programme. This will take place in
the secondary library between 9am and 10am. We look forward to celebrating this event with our
school community.

Last Friday, Jeremy Liu and Sonny Yue in Year 11 organized a kayaking event as part of their CAS
project. This was to give students an opportunity to participate in a competitive teamwork event.
Races were over a distance of 100m and winners were treated to some delicious cake. Year 9 also
got to test their plywood boats that they designed and created earlier this year. This made for some
entertaining viewing but disappointingly none of the boats sank! Well done to Sonny and Jeremy on
their organization and event management skills.
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This Wednesday, May 30, was Core Day, in which year 11 students shared all of their work on
Extended Essay and Creativity, Activity, and Service (CAS). Students exhibited their essays along
with an artifact that represented their research. In the morning they shared these projects
with primary students, secondary students, and parents. In the afternoon, they presented their
experiences in CAS to the educational community. We are very proud of them and are looking
forward to seeing their work.
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Over the past six weeks the year 11 CAS students, with Mr. Peebles and Mrs Zhou Qin, have been
working with a local primary school in Zengcheng. This event culminated in a celebration and
performance on Tuesday. The year 11 students worked with the local students to prepare dances and
songs which were performed on Tuesday. The goal of this activity was to foster relationships with
the local community and promote cross cultural understanding.
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In Boarding, two weeks and counting ... the quest is near the end ... Eldorado awaits.

The Dragonites remain aware that a tricky and challenging time awaits before they can rest. Year
7-11 boarders are gearing up the final tilt at the summative assessment dragons that lurk in the next
week and the Tutoring/Inspired Programmes have begun to shift focus towards these particular
dragons. Our year 6 boarders have joined their secondary counterparts for transition and, while it is
early days, they have settled in well.

The 7-day boarders made their way into Guangzhou on the Saturday. Before taking the opportunity
to do some shopping and enjoy some free time, Mr Stephen and Mr Den Hartigh accompanied the
students to 53 Art Museum. Here, they were treated to an exhibition of Chinese contemporary art.
They also had the opportunity to witness the opening of an exhibition by a range of Belarussian
artists. This involved paintings from the 1990s, not long after the collapse of the Soviet Union. The
painters all reflected in varying ways on different art traditions, the experience of Soviet rule and
coming to terms with life on the other side. The art students in particular seemed to appreciate the
excellent quality of work that was on display. Following this, the boarders spent the afternoon at
Grandview Mall before taking the bus back to Dragon House for a quiet night at home.
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And so, all in all, as a boarding community, we continue to persevere, to the end ... bloodied and
unbowed, conscious that the fight is always against the dragons within ourselves, drawing

inspiration from PJ Kalam’s words, ‘Never stop fighting until you arrive at your destined place -
that is, the unique you ...’
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As always, please don’t hesitate to contact us regarding any questions or concerns you might
have.We would like to wish everyone a safe and restful weekend.

Warmest wishes,

UISZ School & Boarding Community
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